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Project 1.2.1 This is Your Career
Introduction
Do you want a job . . . or a career? Many people go to their job every day and consider going home as the highlight of the day. Other people choose a career based on their interests and talents so they can enjoy their work and contribute to society in a meaningful way. In this way they can enjoy their career and the work they do. Have you considered that you have a talent to offer to other people and the world? You owe it to yourself and others to pursue a career that matches your interests and talents. If you choose a job rather than a career, you deprive yourself of the opportunity to contribute to interesting and challenging projects which can benefit people and communities around the world. You owe it yourself and others to pursue something that matches your interests and talents. 

Equipment 

· Access to reference sources and the Internet
· Video capture device

· Optional – video editing software
Procedure
In this activity you will imagine yourself 10 years from now. In this scenario you have chosen a career in (or related to) engineering. 
A professional society interested in promoting careers in the engineering design and construction industry has decided to undertake an ad campaign to inspire interest in fields related to the industry in high school students. The society will feature three professionals in the first round of the ad campaign. They have identified 150 people (you being one of them) from which to choose personalities to promote specific professions within the broad industry. To be considered you must submit two things. Thoughtful answers to the questions below and a short video segment.
You have been given a number of questions to answer. Some questions are of a personal nature, while most are specific to your career path. You will need to conduct research to accurately portray your chosen career. Accuracy is a crucial component to completing this project. Part of your research could include obtaining information from real professionals. You must submit a set of answers to these questions along with your video.
You will also submit a 45-90 second video. The reviewers would like to see your camera presence, highlights from the interview questions, possibly explanations / images of some of your best work, and/or your opinions on why a student should choose your profession as a career. You will want to impress them with yourself, your work, your creativity, and your ability to inspire interest in your field. The video should present you as a thoughtful professional, not a salesman.
At the end of many questions you have been asked to cite your source. Where indicated you must cite any sources that you used to respond to the questions.

This is Your Career Form (Answer all questions)
1. What is your age?

2. Where do you live?

3. What do you like to do outside of work?

4. What is your job title?

5. When and why did you choose your career path?

6. What is the name of your company or employer?

7. Describe your primary duties and skills. [Cite your source(s)]

8. Describe your physical work environment.

9. What is your favorite part of your job?

10. What is your salary? [Cite your source(s)]

11. Which accredited school did you first attend, and what was your degree? [Cite your source(s)]

12. Describe in detail three of the courses that you took which are closely related to your current career. [Cite your source(s)]

13. Describe the two courses that you considered most challenging. [Cite your source(s) and include a course listing from the appropriate degree program]

14. What resources did your school have available to help you get through the most difficult courses? [Cite your source(s)]
15. Regarding the two most challenging courses, how did you persevere?  

16. From what school(s) did you receive graduate degrees? [Cite your source(s)]
17. What was the title or titles of the degree(s)? [Cite your source(s)]

18.  What licenses do you have and what were the exams required to receive those licenses? [Cite your source(s)]
19. How would your clients and co-workers describe you?

20. What do you hope to accomplish at the conclusion of your career?
21.  Why should a high school student consider a career in your field?  What important contribution(s) can they make?
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